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objects 
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V&A, London 

Aimed at the international collectors’ 
market, COLLECT is exclusively 
for ‘one of a kind’ and marked 
limited edition work. In only four 
years, it has built an outstanding 
reputation and earned a place on 
the cultural calendar.
 It is an annual, international 
showcase of over 40 galleries 
exhibiting and selling work from 
across the world and has become an 
ideal sourcing ground for museum 
curators and private collectors. 
 COLLECT attracts sales in 
excess of £1 million. COLLECT is 
held at the V&A. 

COLLECTion 2008
London and Edinburgh 
There will be a programme of 
additional lectures, events and 
activities across London and 
Edinburgh to coincide with 
COLLECT 2008.

One of COLLECT’s major successes 
has been in bolstering the 
confi dence of the crafts in Britain.
Emma Crichton-Miller, RA Magazine

COLLECT is one of the best 
opportunities for galleries and 
artists to source collectors and 
curators from all over the world. 
Alternatives Gallery, Italy
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We are involved in research in three 
regions over the next 12 months: 
the North East, South West and 
West Midlands. This work is part of 
a three-year partnership with the 
Esmée Fairbairn Foundation which 
started in 2005 and will be 
completed in 2008. 

Some of this current work includes:

North East

Business Plan 
We are working with Creativitiworks, 
Designed & Made and the National 
Glass Centre (local leading 
organisations) to assess the scale 
of the market and the opportunities 
there may be for developing the 
infrastructure for craft in the 
North East.

Designed & Made DE07 Showcase
We are contributing to Dott 07 
by working with Designed & Made, 
an artist-led membership network 
for makers in the North East to 
present a multi-venue exhibition 
that profiles local makers. This takes 
place 11— 28 October 2007.

South West

The Contemporary Craft Fair 
in association with the Crafts 
Council. Bovey Tracey, Devon
The Bovey Tracey Contemporary 
Craft Fair was first launched in 2004 
to provide a key event for innovative 
makers in the South West. We support 
the fair to help them develop the 
event and reach a broader audience.
 In two years, attendance has 
doubled to 7,000 visitors and  
sales of work have increased by 
nearly 50% to £250,000. 178 makers 
exhibited at the fair in 2006. 
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Next Move

Enterprise and creative business is 
the future of our economy.
 We put new makers on the fast 
track to business by providing annual, 
two-year placements to graduates 
at leading higher education 
institutions throughout the UK.
 In 2007, we are co-ordinating  
23 active placements at host 
institutions around the UK. We are
also now developing three placements 
in Wales working in partnership 
with Arts Council Wales.
 Next Move delivers a 92% 
success rate for graduates setting 
up their own businesses.

The Crafts Council is very 
encouraging and has a positive 
understanding. If it weren’t for 
Next Move I would not be in the 
position I am now.
Lizzie Allen, Next Move participant 
in the textile department of Bath 
Spa University.
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Museum Residency:
the V&A and Crafts 
Council in partnership 
at the Sackler Centre.

This is a new three-year scheme 
to create a series of annual Craft 
Residencies in the V&A’s new 
Sackler Centre for arts education. 
 There are very few opportunities 
for makers at this stage in their 
careers to take time out of their 
practice for research and personal 
development.  
 Each Residency will focus on 
a different discipline. Makers will 
be able to develop their work by 
using the V&A and Crafts Council’s 
Collections for inspiration and study.
 The Residencies also give the 
public the opportunity to engage 
with the process of making.
 The first Museum Residency is 
for jewellery and starts in March 2008. 
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