
 

 

Crafts Council 

 

We believe craft has the potential to tackle inequalities in society.  
 
Crafts Council is looking for external expertise to support the development of our 
participation activity.  Between May and June the consultant will produce a 
framework for a ‘season’ of exploration into craft’s role in social justice.  
 
Details below. 

 

 

 
We believe craft plays an important role in social justice agendas; from everyday 
making to targeted interventions. The last 12 months have shown this to be even 
more important than ever.  
 
We want to expand our participation work so that it becomes a significant part of 
our 2023-2026 Business plan - our programmes, advocacy and sector leadership 
role. The focus will primarily be on deepening our understanding of craft 
participation, best practice and successful impact in order to better support craft 

participation more widely, this is likely to identify gaps where direct delivery is 
needed and who is best placed to respond to these needs. 
 
Our Arts Council England NPO funding application will be submitted in winter 
21/22 and will respond to these business plan priorities.  
 
To determine the shape of this work we will undertake a period of research, 
consultation, conversation and experimentation – a ‘season of exploration’, 
called Let’s Make during 2021 (timings to be confirmed). We would like an 
experienced consultant from the field of participation and social engagement to 
shape this period of exploration, with the outcomes informing our NPO 
application and our 23-26 Business Plan. 

  

The Crafts Council has undertaken some activity within this field: 

• 
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• 

• 

• 

• 

 

https://getcreativeuk.com/
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We are looking for a consultant with experience of the world of participation  
to shape a framework for this Let’s Make season of exploration with Crafts 
Council – the exact timings of this ‘season’ will be confirmed as this work 
develops. 

 
The Crafts Council will use the consultant’s work to secure external funding to 
action the framework and deliver the Let’s Make season. This will lead us to:  

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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o 

o 

o 

• 

• 

• 

The consultant will be reporting to Nicky Dewar, Learning & Skills Director and 
drawing on expertise from the Learning & Participation team, Public Programmes 
team, Communications team and Trustees. 

The Learning & Participation team will be able to support consultation and 
communication with partners and key groups. This could include providing some 
administration support for surveys, meetings or other activities as designed by 
the Consultant. 

 

£3000 is offered for this work. You will provide detail about how many days this 

will cover. 
  

To apply, please send a CV with any examples of comparable experiences, two 
references and a short letter stating why you would like to undertake this 
opportunity and what you will bring to the task. 
 
If you would like to share your information in other formats please get in touch. 
 
Please email this to Nicky Dewar, Learning & Skills Director at 
n_dewar@craftscouncil.org.uk 

Application deadline 12noon Monday 19th April. 
Online Interviews Thursday 22nd April 
Work starts from Monday 3rd May 
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Founded in 1971, we are the national charity for craft. 
 
We inspire making, empower learning and nurture craft businesses. We believe 
craft skills and knowledge enrich and uplift us as individuals, and, in doing so, will 
change our world for the better. 
 
In 2019/20 we reached more than 1.9m people in the UK and beyond through a 
range of activities: 
 
We support craft makers and businesses to help them grow in the UK and 
overseas, through training, mentoring, advice and by showcasing makers through 
our directory. In 2019/20 we supported over 10,000 makers and craft businesses. 
 
We hold the national Crafts Council Collection, acquired over our 50-year history. 
1,700 objects chart pivotal moments in craft. Our holdings cover all craft 
disciplines: ceramics, glass, textiles, furniture, metalwork, jewellery, lettering and 
bookbinding. 
 
Our primary collection is complemented by a handling collection of c.700 items 
as an inspiring learning resource; an archive of c.7,300 items, research library of 
c.6,000 books and catalogues, many unavailable elsewhere; and an archive of 
past Crafts Council exhibitions. 
 
In 2019/20 more than 490,000 people saw objects from our Collection in 
exhibitions across the UK. 
 
We also present exhibitions – in our own gallery in London and in partnership 
with venues around the UK. Based in Islington, our Gallery will open in November 
2020 - one of the few free visual arts spaces in the borough. 
 
We run learning and participation programmes for all age groups. In 2019/20 
more than 154,000 people of all ages and background took part in our 
programmes. 
 
We’re a key campaigner for craft education, shaping debate with 
decision makers, strengthening the creative education agenda and sector. 
 
We publish a magazine – Crafts magazine, six times a year, featuring inspiring 
stories about craft and making across the globe. 
We present Collect: International art fair for modern craft and design annually in 
London, with leading craft galleries from across the globe participating. In 
2019/20 we debuted at Somerset House and showcased 42 international 
galleries, 440 artists and audiences of over 12,000. 
 



 6 

 

We celebrate, promote and share the work of the wider craft sector through our 
communications channels – helping more people learn and discover craft in all its 
many facets – from everyday making through to museum exhibitions and shows. 
We have more than 600,000 followers across our combined social media 
channels. 
 
We undertake research and advocacy, building a rigorous evidence base for the 
sector and for policy makers, helping people understand the social, economic, 
and cultural value of craft, and advocating for policy changes that support the 
growth and development of the sector.  
 
In May 2020 we published the Market for Craft in partnership with partners 
including Creative Scotland, Arts Council Wales, Craft and Northern Ireland, 
which provided valuable evidence to understand more about how best to 
stimulate, support and grow the craft 
market. 
 
We convene Craft UK – a network of organisations with an interest in craft. It’s a 
forum to share best practice, tackle challenges, and forge new partnerships for 
collaboration. 


